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Brethren, 
 
This is our third Provincial newsletter and we sincerely hope it finds you safe and well. 
We are well aware that a number of our Brothers are suffering from the effects of this 
dreadful blight on our health, and that we have sadly lost some to it, whilst still others 
have unrelated ongoing medical issues, and to all of those we send our heartfelt good 
wishes. 
 
The world as we have always known it has changed massively and unexpectedly over 
these past months, and the latest Government instructions and advice seems to 
indicate that not only we are still in the tunnel, but that the light at the end of it, whilst 
still there, is now much further away than we were assured, and hoped, it would be. 
 
This time last year we had already held our Annual Provincial Sunday lunch, along 
with meetings of all our Courts, and were looking forward to our third Annual 
Provincial Meeting this coming January. However, due to the ongoing restrictions 
everything planned for the coming year so far, has had to be put on hold. Guidelines 
for life in general seem to change with increasing frequency nowadays, but as we are 
all aware, our guidelines in Athelstan are very simple and straightforward at the 
moment, no meetings until January at the earliest, and before then the situation will 
be reviewed in line with the current Government information. 
 
In spite of these restrictions we remain confident that life will return at some point to 
a state of normality when we will once again be able to meet freely and enjoy the 
unanimity, fellowship and concord which has always characterised our happy Order.  
 
Below are the text of two communications, obviously dated before the latest 
Government directives, relating to this, which you should have all received via your 
Courts, the first is from the Grand Secretary, the second from the Most Worshipful 
Grand Master: 
 
FROM: The Grand Secretary 
 
Dear Sir and Brother, 
 
I have received an enquiry as to why the Masonic Order of Athelstan is not requiring 
"Virtual business meetings" to for example conduct elections. The matter has been 
discussed with the MWGM and the situation remains as previously communicated in 
July i.e. there is no necessity for such meetings. The latest guidance is attached and 
remains in force.  
 
The MWGM encourages the use of platforms such as Zoom for social interactions and 
has indeed participated in several virtual meetings.  
 
The Masonic Order of Athelstan remains suspended until 1st January 2020, with the 
only exemption being a "Virtual Grand Court" to be held on Saturday 24th October, 
which will be preceded by a "Virtual Grand Witan" meeting on Friday 16th October. 
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The logistics of the meetings are being finalised and will be made available soon.  
 
The next review of the Suspension of Masonic Activities within the Masonic Order of 
Athelstan will be undertaken by the Grand Witan and will take place on Monday 
30th November, the situation will remain under review and any changes 
communicated accordingly.  
 
Yours sincerely and fraternally, 
Wayne Dyer, Grand Secretary   

............................................ 
 

FROM: The Grand Master 

Greetings brethren, 
   

I hope and trust that you are all well and that you and your loved ones are all safe 
and sound. To say that we are living in unprecedented times is an understatement as 
these are clearly times that none of us expected to experience only a few short months 
ago. 
 
Not only has this pandemic led to a sad loss of life and the destruction of economies, 
but it has also resulted in a huge change in the way we live our daily lives. As many 
countries begin to win their battle against Coronavirus and begin to lift lockdown 
measures, we can see some hope for us to begin to return to some form of normal life. 
However, the threat of the virus is still with and the health professionals and 
governments of our various countries have not given the all clear to return to the 
way of life we enjoyed at the beginning of 2020. 
 
I am acutely aware that so many of us are missing the friendship and Brotherhood 
that binds us together as Freemasons. More especially that unique bond which we 
share within the Masonic Order of Athelstan. Yet, common sense must prevail 
brethren, no matter how disappointing that is to us all. 
 
On Thursday the 11th of June I instructed the President of the Grand Witan to call a 
virtual meeting of the Grand Witan to discuss the current situation in depth and with 
the broadest of opinion. The unanimous view of the Grand Witan reflected that of my 
own that until all brethren can return to their Courts without the risk, or the fear, of 
catching this awful virus, it is better that all Courts remain suspended so that our 
brethren may remain safe. 
 
Therefore, within England and Wales the suspension of all Court meetings will 
remain in place until 1st January 2021. 
Regretfully, and for the first time in our history; the Annual Assembly of Grand Court 
due to be held on Saturday 24th October and the meeting of the Ancient Order of 
Alfred the Great are both suspended for 2020. 
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The lifting of the suspension in those Overseas Provinces and Courts will be guided 
by the Assistant Grand Master's in charge and the Provincial Grand Masters in 
consultation with their Craft Grand bodies and their local governments. 
The Grand Secretary will be issuing the necessary administrative instructions in due 
course. 
 
A return to normal Court business and to the enjoyment of our unique and wonderful 
ceremonials; must not occur until we can enjoy without any hindrance caused by the 
necessity for social distancing and personal protective measures. Whilst I appreciate 
and respect the advice from other Masonic Orders, no steps should be taken that 
would diminish the dignity of the Order or its ceremonial, lest the essence of our 
Order be lost. 
 
Freemasonry is a Brotherhood that gives so much pleasure to those involved within 
it. I hear many of our brethren state that it is their main hobby, their great passion, 
a fraternity where they can enjoy the intellectual benefit afforded by the 
acquaintance of equal minded men. 
 
Personally, for me it goes deeper than that; as I can honestly say that freemasonry 
forms a major part of my daily life; indeed, it is a way of life to many. 
This temporary suspension is painful, but it is just that; temporary! I have no doubt 
that we will soon return to our Courts with a renewed vigour and with greater 
inspiration. Our Order will survive this pandemic and it will continue to flourish; it 
is, after all, built on the solid foundation of your dedication. 
Brethren, stay safe, stay well, stay alert and above all else please stay happy. 
Most Worshipful Grand Master,  
 
Paul W Johnston, SGM. 
 
                                
                                       .....................................................   
 
The Virtual Grand Court meeting, referred to by the Grand Secretary in his letter, took 
place this month, and a great number of Brethren logged in on Zoom to take part. It 
was reassuring to see that our Province was well represented, and it was a unique, and 
interesting affair, a first for the Order, and for most of us. 
 
Following the Grand Court meeting there was a smaller meeting with the Grand 
Master for those brethren receiving Grand Court Appointments and Promotions. 
 
In these Socially Distancing times Zoom meetings have become the way of keeping in 
touch for many of us, even the Grand Witan has held them. This unusual meeting 
served its purpose extremely well, whilst not allowing the same opportunities to meet 
as being at Leicester, there was still a feeling of camaraderie and belonging. Quite a 
social side developed during the logging on and waiting period with lots of chats taking 
place before the formalities began. 
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For those who missed the meeting there are plans for a video version to be made 
available to view on the Grand Court website shortly. 
 
During the Zoom meeting the Grand Master made reference to the King Alfred 
Memorial Foundation and reiterated his request for donations, from Courts and 
individual members where possible, to help fund this work. 
Thanks to the good offices of brethren within our Province we donated a total of £750 
to this worthwhile cause, comprising donations from Alfric, Scaysbrook, Sealhford and 
Ceaster Courts as well as 8 individual brethren. We are grateful to those brethren and 
Court Officers who made these contributions possible, at very short notice within the 
week prior to the meeting, but please remember that the Foundation is wholly 
dependent upon our donations as an Order to enable it to continue the work it is 
undertaking to celebrate the memory of King Athelstan. 
 
 
                                           ……………………………………………. 
 
Continuing our explanation of Court names within our Province: 
 
 we have Sealhford and Five Boroughs: 
 
Sealhford, in Old English, was a descriptive name, simply a ford by the willow trees. 
It referred to the willows (Latin: Salix) or sallows that grew profusely alongside the 
banks of the River Irwell. It was known by the Romans, who named it, to be the first 
safe crossing point for their armies of the rivers Irwell and Mersey when travelling 
inland from the West coast, north of what we now know as Liverpool. The 
acknowledged point of crossing is generally accepted to be Castlefield, and this is the 
area in which they built their first settlement and fort. The fort was on a small hillock, 
which, because of it is shape they called Mamucium, the small township they settled 
eventually became known as Manchester. The township where the safe ford emanated 
from, became Sealhford, eventually transmuting into Salford over the years. 
 
Five Boroughs’ name is an anomaly amongst the Courts in South Rheged, whereas 
most of our Court names are associated with the location of the Court, 55 is named 
after an area of Saxon Mercia. Why Mercia you may ask? Well it’s actually quite simple; 
when we formed the Court it was under the auspices of the Province of Mercia, and 
although the Court was firmly located in Lancashire, far away from Leicester 
headquarters, all Mercian Court names at the time related to the ancient Saxon areas 
and boundaries, so a name was sought which would reflect that Provincial geography. 
As you can imagine this nomenclature proved a challenge since the Saxon Mercia 
boundaries did not extend into this area. Eventually Five Boroughs was chosen 
because of the Five Boroughs referred to in the Danelaw, which were the five main 
towns of Danish Mercia (what is now the East Midlands), Derby, Leicester, Lincoln, 
Nottingham, and Stamford. Hence the choice of Court name. 
 
 
                                                 ............................................. 
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Our Almoners, both Court and Provincial, are continuing to do a sterling job in keeping 
in touch with everyone and providing any support they can, but if you know of anyone 
who may need assistance please ensure your Court Almoner is made aware. 
 
                                                 ............................................... 
 
The Historical Records Project is ongoing, as mentioned in the last Newsletter, and 
whilst information has been coming in from Secretaries, you may possibly have 
correspondence or photographs relating your own Court meetings which may not be 
in the possession of your Secretary, but would still be of interest. If you have anything 
of this nature please copy it to our HRP representative, Paul Saunders, so it can be 
included in the Grand Court archives. 
 
                                        ............................................ 
 
As mentioned in our previous Newsletter we have been working on setting up a 
Provincial Website for some time, and it is now operational and interactive so please 
use, and save, this link to enable you to access it.  https://southrhegedmoa.org.uk 
 
The prime objectives for setting up our own Provincial site were to: 
    enable our Province to have an accessible “public identity”.  
    have a live link between our Province, other Provinces, and Grand Court;  
    provide a central point of contact to enable our members  to be updated,  
    keep in touch and have easy access to Provincial and Secretariat information.      
 
In line with the current moves to allow widespread access wherever possible, certain 
areas are open to public view, however the Secretaries’ and Members pages, which 
obviously contain restricted details, and some photographs, are not public. For privacy 
and security, they are password controlled but there are instructions online for Court 
secretaries, and other members requiring access, to obtain a password. 
 
Whilst complete and operational the website is, by its very nature, something of a 
constant work in progress so we welcome any useful suggestions and feedback 
regarding the ease of use and any other items you would wish to see on the site. 
 
As usual, we would appreciate any feedback on what we are doing; let us not forget 
that this is our Province and we are all part of it, this Newsletter and our website are 
simply other ways of enabling us to keep in touch with each other, so please let us know 
what you think of them.  
 
Take care and stay safe Brethren, until we can meet again. 
 

WBro Norman J Alexander PSGD 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master 

https://southrhegedmoa.org.uk/news/

