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Address to Provincial Grand Court: 8 January 2022 

 

Brethren: to say that I am delighted to meet you once again in these 

surroundings is a gross understatement. Two years have passed since 

we last met here in Southport. Those of you who attended on that 

occasion may recall that I concluded my address with the following 

words “Whilst the coming year may be a challenge, I sincerely hope that 

it will prove to be as fruitful and enjoyable as we would wish”. As we are 

only too well aware, that was an aspiration which subsequent 

circumstances have ensured could never be fulfilled.  

 

Before the ructions caused by this pandemic, this young Province was 

beginning to settle into a cohesive unit destined, I believe, to succeed in 

its desire to develop the narrative of Athelstan to a wider audience. 

Understandably our attention has been otherwise preoccupied and we 

now face a new beginning. 

 

Whist resignations have remained relatively low and we don’t appear to 

have lost many members as a direct result of the pandemic; some, 

however, have sadly passed away with the virus, having contracted it 

whilst under treatment for other ailments and, of course, we remember 

them all today. What this says about the resilience of us Anglo Saxons I 

know not. What I do know is that through the structured approach we 

took through our Court Almoners, coordinated by our Provincial Grand 

Almoner, WBro John Forster, regular contact has kept us all together 

and has offered comfort and support to those who have been in need of 

it. I cannot praise them highly enough for their diligence. 

 

To date, every Court has been visited on their first meeting since we 

returned to practice in September last. It has been very noticeable that 

not all our members have the confidence displayed by you today with 

attendances being commensurately small. Whether it is nervousness of 

our assemblies or some other reason we must recognise it and not apply 

pressure for absent brethren to return before they are comfortable in 

doing so.  
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This is where our Almoners pick up another very important strand of 

their duties; Member retention. Their work will not be completed, if ever, 

until our Courts are aware of the reasons for non-attendance. Constant 

contact, without coercion of any kind, which emphasises the enjoyment 

of a missed Court meeting, may provide the encouragement required for 

a return.  

 

What is noticeable however is that many Courts have not been 

completely distracted during our layoff as is evidenced by the fact that 

we currently have Candidates for Instruction on the books: a position 

which will hopefully support a strong end to this masonic year.  

 

Brethren, we are but the custodians of our Courts and presently we face 

a testing time if we wish them to endure. As I mentioned earlier we are, 

as it were, facing a new start. Once again we must find our rhythm; 

applying ourselves to retaining those members we have and further 

strengthening them for the future.  

 

Two years ago at our last formal meeting, I clearly explained my 

philosophy with regard to our reception of new members and I make no 

apologies for reiterating it now. It is self-evident that the retention of a 

member begins with his Instruction; his first impressions and the warmth 

and inclusiveness of his experience, are a major factor in the welcome 

and preservation of him. Good ritual and ceremonial is central to this. My 

aspiration is to give our Candidates, and indeed our members, the 

ultimate courtesy of providing an experience which endorses their choice 

in joining our Courts and this Order; one that encourages and motivates 

them to become active and productive members. I must say that my 

visits to your Courts recently have indicated that this aspiration is one 

largely being supported by you. Long may it continue. 

 

During our recess we at Provincial level have taken advantage to 

strengthen and develop our Structure and our Communication tools. 

Two new appointments have been made since last we met. I have 

already mentioned our Provincial Almoner and I also appointed Bro 

Frank Cook as the Provincial Registrar. His duty is to maintain our 

membership records, working closely with the Provincial Secretary and 
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our Court Secretaries. He will be the first port of call when an MEM is 

involved. I know the Provincial Secretary has already contacted Courts 

outlining the manner in which this arrangement is to be applied and trust 

that they will work amicably in the discharge of his duties 

 

From a Communications point of view you are already aware of the 

three fold leaflet which has been used to good effect by some Courts 

and which has now been supplemented by the excellent web site 

designed and operated by WBro John Green of Sealhford Court. This 

site is particularly recommended to you as there are promotional, 

membership and secretarial elements to it. The latter two of course 

being password controlled. If you have not already visited the site I 

encourage you to do so. 

   

In a similar vein we have also held many Zoom meetings, on one 

occasion sharing the Chevalier Ramsey lecture with the Province of 

Magonsaetan, and have introduced a newsletter which I hope you have 

found of interest. There is of course no substitute for face to face 

gatherings but I hope the newsletter, which perhaps covers a broader 

spectrum of information and is edited by my Deputy, can be further 

developed in order that it may become a catalyst for news and views. 

 

Grand Court has likewise not been idle: administrative matters have 

been tidied up and the appendant Ancient Masonic Order of Alfred the 

Great further established. The King Alfred Memorial Fund is now also 

firmly in being and completed its first donation in support of the memory 

of King Althelston; that being the presentation by the MW Grand Master 

of the promised Tapestry to the All Saints Church in Kingston on 

Thames.  I was delighted to be present, along with some 70 others, at 

the occasion and can report a most successful outcome. The Fund, 

which I hope will continue to be supported by our Courts, is now working 

toward the completion of a Sword for presentation on the Feast Day of 

King Athelstan on the 11th June this year. I will not burden you further 

with a detailed outline of the work of Grand Court as much is available 

on the web site. Suffice it to say that the Order continues to develop 

strongly with further Courts being consecrated elsewhere in the world 

this year. 
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From a more parochial point of view I am delighted that members of this 

Province have received Appointment to, and Promotion within Grand 

Court during the last two years; albeit those of 2020 were unable to 

personally receive it from the MW Grand Master due to the cancellation 

of the Annual Assembly for that year.  

 

To remind you in 2020;- 

 

Our late Provincial Eminent Grand Prior, VW Bro John D Roberts was 

appointed to the acting rank of Grand Sword Bearer: a duty he was 

frustrated being unable to fulfil until his re-appointment at the recent 

Grand Assembly in October last. 

WBro. Barry Travers was re-appointed Deputy President of the 

Discipline and Appeals Committee 

WBro Norman Alexander, my Deputy, received promotion to PSGD 

 

Equally important at the 2021 Assembly in addition to the re-

appointments of VW Bro John D Roberts and Barry Travers:-  

WBro Graham Platt of Scaysbook Court and WBro John Forster our 

Provincial Almoner both received a first appointment to PGBannerB.  

WBro Bob Dickinson was promoted to PSGD 

WBros John Haslam and Harry Wright were promoted to PJGD 

 

In addition, over the same period, the meritorious honorific of KAG has 

been awarded to VWBros John D Roberts and Alex Mclaren and to 

WBros Norman Alexander and Graham Platt within the Ancient Masonic 

Order of Alfred the Great and our Secretary, Colin Lewis, has been 

appointed an Officer of the Kings Council. 

 

I am sure that you will join me in my wholehearted congratulations to all. 

It goes without saying that they are very aware of the responsibilities 

attached to their honours and I look forward to their continued support 

and contributions in the coming years.  

And thus we move to our recipients of Provincial Grand Rank today. By 
definition they are all experienced masons and are aware that promotion 
is not a right; their appointment being as much about future commitment 
as reward.  
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Many will represent the Province on our visits throughout the year and 
they, together with those who have gone before them, will form the heart 
of their Courts. It is to them we shall look to keeping the standards we 
expect and to guiding their Courts through what I hope will be inspiring 
times ahead. 

The outgoing Provincial Team has enjoyed a very mixed experience 

over the past couple of years. We have enjoyed four Team Visits to the 

Courts of Whirheal, Scaysbrook, Chor Lea and Mearse-ea and many 

have supported my pastoral visits.  These visits are always interesting 

and enlightening and I am sure that through the warmth of their welcome 

new friendships have been forged. We will of course be continuing in a 

similar vein in the coming year. 

 

Brethren, This Province doesn’t run itself; many Officers contribute to its 

success. I have already drawn your attention to the work of our Almoner 

and I now formally acknowledge that of our Marshal, WBro. Barry 

Tomlinson, supported by his deputy WBro Mark Gleave, and of course 

our Secretary, WBro Colin Lewis for the unstinting support they have 

given to me throughout the year. Their contributions tend to pass 

unrecognised but are invaluable. Our Treasurer WBro Dennis Schiff has 

likewise conducted his fiscal duties with his usual assiduousness.  

 

And finally to yourselves brethren; I say this each year but it is no less 

heart felt.  Thank you for all the courtesies you have shown me and for 

your support and appetite for this Order of ours. What this next year will 

bring I know not, but life promises to be better. No matter what outside 

influences may be imposed upon us however, our responsibility to our 

Courts remains a constant. Let us work for them with the harmony which 

is characteristic of our Order; airing our beliefs to those we deem worthy, 

that more may wish to join us. Whatsoever tribulations may beset us I 

know that we will optimistically meet them with fortitude and enthusiasm.  

 

Thank you and God bless you all. 

 

 

 

 


